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Dear Mrs. Fung, 

Answering your question about the policy of the Board for Plant Breeders' Rights in the 
Netherlands concerning the access to the breeding history of varieties, I inform you as follows. 

As far as information concerning varieties is concerned one should make a distinction between 

a. Information by the breeder in order to facilitate the examination of the application for 
PBR, mostly given in the technical questionnaire (TQ) attached to the application form; 

b. Data gained from the official examination in order to describe the variety. 

Ada 

The breeder's information (which is not per se correct) is used to compare the candidate variety 
with the proper reference varieties. Prominent morphological characteristics serve that purpose, 
but also knowledge about the background of the candidate variety, also called "the breeding 
history", is important in that connection. 

Data about the breeding history are required only for the purpose of an efficient examination 
and are strictly confidential. The TQ, including these data, is no part of the official register. The 
Board for Plant Breeders' Rights will not inform third parties about the breeding history without 
authorization of the applicant or his successor in title. 

Important data concerning the breeding history are: 

Is the candidate variety a mutant and, if so, of which variety? 

In the case of synthetic or hybrid varieties: which components or inbred lines are involved and 
which is the formula? 

Adb 

Data gained from the official examination are comprised in a variety description. Such 
descriptions do not contain the breeding history of the varieties concerned. The variety 
description is included in the official Dutch Variety Register. Since the register is open to the 
public, third parties can obtain descriptions of the registered varieties. However, through those 
descriptions they are not informed about the breeding histories. 




Secretary-General 



